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By June Kliesen New Members Share Experience 3
| do indeed feel sorry for all thé™™pREMyErs who fere
AWW (Annual Wildflower Weekend). It was truly awesoingreat speakers, Meeting Events 512,14

unique and informative tours of the Dillon Nature Center, Sand Prairie State — oS Py
Park, the Prairie Dunes Country Club, and the Bethel College Sand Prairie Pre-
serve. We had the best turnout evercoepvgnes gur Photé Co
judges managed to pick our ribbon winners; they were all so good. We also hgg@ower events 910

great Silent Auction with members upping their bids to make sure they got the _
treasures they just had to have. Add to that the opportunity to see old friends dfit® "o
make new ones, as wel | as finding TR@W.R nNnati ve pkant
to remember.

13

On Friday afternoon, before the specific events began, the Board held it§
schedul ed meeting. It was Jeff Hfnsends | ast Bogrd
will be missed as our fFear| ess L|gHadee youo remteedh sour 4llc c o
tenure as KNPS President. Following the meeting, Jim Smith, showed us t embership in KNPS?
wonderful Dillon Nature Center. Hutchinson is lucky to have it! Check the first line in the

Friday evening we had our Annual Banquet at the Grand Prairie Hotel. llhaddress to see if you need
food was wonderful, and many of us went back for seconds in anticipation
two more full days of meetings and field trips. Craig Freeman gave us a te
slide show of AThe Vegetation of Pl [ . 0

During the Membership Business Meeting on Saturday morning at the Do
Nature Center, Jeff reviewed the advances we have made over the last yegras - :
well as some plans for this coming year. We had two recipients for the Rach&'® Kansas Native Plant Society Nevfs-
Snyder Award; Kim Shrank accepted for the Wichita Clinic and Rollin Sachg/etter is printed four times a year: Wir}-
accepted for the Health Department in Topeka. Dwight Platt, a long time mg#t (January), Spring (April), Summer
ber (and board member and former President) of KWS and KNPS received|t{f&ly). Fall (October). The deadline fof
Excellence in Botany Award for promoting native plants. submitted material is the Sth of Decerpi-
ber, March, June and September.

Our special speaker for the morning was Brad Guhr of the Dyck Arboretlrm
who presented a slide show that showcased the Praire Window Project in —
schools, as well as the work he is doing to educate the next generation of envi- UInE IESEm @D s
ronmental stewards. He is doing a great job, and it was a joy to hear about the Native Plant Society Is to

; . encourage awareness and
work he is domg. appreciation of the native

. plants of Kansas in their habitats and in our
Dillon Nature Center served us an excellent and hardy box lunch. Mother jangscapes by promoting education, stew-

Nature cooperated by giving us a lovely, sunny, but not too hot, day to eat Ouirdship, and scientific knowledge.
(Continued on page 2)




PRESIDENTIAL FAREWELL

tour 0. I f we can ke
counties to host wildflower tours, we

can reach more peopl
the resources to put on tours all across

the state, but conservation districts and
NRCS offices do. Thanks to Krista
Dahlinger for putting the guide for
wildflower tours together.

By Jeff Hansen

My two-year term as President is
over. When | first agreed to serve as
president, | was a bit nervous about
leading board meetings and was really
nervous about leading the general
membership meeting. But in reality, |
was just barely nervous, and found |
loved doing both jobs. I love this or-
ganization, and all the people | meet crease membership in the organization.
through it. l dve With 86tnéwemembers in 2006 out of a
best friends through KNPS. Iwantto . president: Jeff Hansen total of 359, | think this was accom-
reflect on some of my proudest accom-  py 14 by June Kliesen plished. By the middle of September,

plishments as Board Member and - here were 66 new members in 2007.
President over the past few years. | the board meetings more enjoyable, F

hope it doesnot d5igaed hayng a’}é E'ng apsgeiated, The gnnual Wildflower Weekend

ging. lt6s just Fhﬁ'é&‘ fneeqing. et Sdf“ gibpiighingop wag & great way to end
helping the organization and furtherl ove attendance too. Hopefully i’ my presidency. I had so much fun

our mission to people. _ e future, we can open up these outysith so many different people. It was
ings to the genergadtsedify MO &istiighiebers Wk I €

The first big accomplishment was a big thank you to the boafdve come all the new members and include
bring-ing together all of our docu-  worked together as a team. them in all our activities.

ments and organizing them on the web Work he broch ith
site. The web site now contains any- orking on the brochure wit My next big KNPS project is to

thing and everything about the organi> 1€y Braunlich was a huge task angome up with a plan to make renewal

zation. If someone needstoknow & Nuge accompl i s hg@en Soexpect to Hedt mdtefrorh t 0 S
something about KNPS, you can dire@t" € © fthe Dbigge s |hiHEPWEEcusHRre dnPubb € €
them to our website. attracting new megdphgourdorganization B 8theSppb- N1 C

to go to an event, tell people about |ications. Even though my Presidential
As President | wanted to make oulKNPS, and hand them a brochure. term is over, | will continue to work

My number one goal was to in-

board meetings fun AND productlve or KNPS.
Since we are al Polbe[pl tpeogeldgathalilse § dnot
want to scare people away by every ha;]/lng the b|g§]?st_|mpact on educstlng Jeff Hanse " & 'f< f'i‘ fiHar
thing being only about work. To makk "€ P U bc Is the ncounty wi ower

KNPS AWW 8TRULY AWESOME

(Continued from page 1) Prairie Preserve. This walk was led by Dwight Platt emeri-
tus faculty member at Bethel who was instrumental in get-
side under the trees. | think there were about 80 of us théng the preserve set aside. We had to eat a lot of dirt on
for lunch. Then we were off to Sand Hills State Park wheéhat county road to get there, but again, it was worth it. If
we ran about trying to caytocuh dtihden 6fite xnpaekret siot stoo tthheiys ca
us all kinds of neat information about the new plants wegood one. Hope to see you next year.
were seeing. | must admit, it was getting pretty hot wander- gz
ing over those sand hills, but it was worth it!

Photo by Phyllis

Sunday morning we met at the Prairie Dunes Country Scherich

Club (Wow! Is that an amazing golf course?) for a tour of
their natural areas by the manager Stan George and a box [S

roads for our afternoon foray at the Bethel College Sand
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THE NEW MEMBER AWW EXPERIENCE

Three firsttime attendees at the Annual KNPS Wildflower Weekend share their memories and experiences

Kate Lewis, Reno County, Kansas able to recognize and produce at least alf there is any group that can get a
. common name for a few plantsonthg@g er son excited about

I'hoped the Kansas Native Plant tour. The other members thrilled in tHéansas Native Plant Society. This
Society annual meeting WQUId ansWeheyy tidbit of knowledge, and so did | year was my first trip to the annual
some of my backyard habitat ques- i, theirs, To me, that became the meeting, and | was thrilled when asked
tions. Since my recent move 0 Reng,qq 1y of the Kansas Native Plant Scto write about what the experience
Coun_ty, I've becc_)me infatuated W't_h ciety. Everyone has knowledge to meant to me as a new member. During
learning abogt wildflowers gnd r“"mvecontribute, even if you think you don'tthe meeting, | soaked up information
plants that will attract a variety of A yoy have to bring (besides water, provided by the knowledgeable pre-
wildlife to my back yard, conserve Wag nscreen, bug repellant, a note padsenters, and | loved learning a slew of
f[er and re_duce mowing (who truly €Nand maybe a camera and a good fielshew plants on the prairie hikes. By the
joys mowing?), and especially, how tq,41) is your curiosity and love of na-end of the weekend, | found myseif
remove painful sand burrs and punc- ture. making plans to attend upcoming

ture vine from my lawn. KNPS events and also thinking about

. . me other tidbits | learn re: i i
Searching the internet led me to the Some other tidbits | learned are: - how | can get people involved in

Kansas Native Plant Society. | noticed * | need to learn plants' scientific VOIVed in my neck of the prairie.
the annual meeting would be in Hut- names, as common names canbe so | ¢
chinson, just a few miles frommy  confusing! t he

house. The "Wildflowers for the , o
Masses" weekend schedule promised * Sand burrs do not survive the would respond without hesitation,

seminars, awards, photo contests, a shaded ground that the taller Wi|df|OV\}th h f P ed?fp I de .t?h i | def
silent auction, lunches and dinners, a@$ and grasses provide (yay!). cnaracters, and * found out that you

native sand hills prairie tours. | could donot have to have
. : T [ [ " tofit into the group. You just have to
n't think of a better way to learn at The sand hills contain clay group J

: : . lenses" that hold water, and can sust&iioy the natural world around you,
least some ideas of what will grow in

someone asked m
best part of t hi

q water loving plants in the most and a good imagination for inventing
my yard. unlikely places. plant names is a definite plus. | felt at
So, | enthusiastically jumped into ease in the fun atmosphere, and | bene-

the weekend activities. After the first .. rairie dogs like shortgrass f j t t ed from the ot hu
day, | felt I had just attended the casUfi1eS: and will leave if the area is - knowledge as | was introduced to the

and friendly gathering of the most e 10t mowed. | wish it were that easy teallgrass prairie ecosystem on our out-
teemed Kansas botanists, teachers, et rid of moles! door excursions. | came away from

nithologists, and more. This feeling | learned so much more during ihdhe annual meeting with great memo-

PRSI i ; . fies! | am excited about attending up-
intimidated me a bit. My career is ad“wildflowers for the Masses" Weekend oming KNPS ev egnFt) s |
vertising. How would I really fit in?  than article space allows. As an advel= o whole year to be around those

| didn't need to worry or feel shy. t'Z'PSg ggri\s,g?}]lg ig&%tgeﬁ Iel people who share my enthusiasm for
The next day the group toured Sand persp . . native plants. | hope to see you all
members, old and new, enjoy sharlngagain soon!

Hills State Park, and | began to learn )
s varied a knowledge as Kansas has
that many members had never seen A

. . i ' e
plants native to the sand hills. | was p? ants and wildlifelo

Re-Fueling My Enthusiasm Chelsea Juricek, Garden City

If there is any group that can get ameant to me as a new member. Duringking plans to attend upcoming
person excited ahkhewmeeting, |l svbakedsip infarnatios KNP$& events and also thinking about
Kansas Native Plant Society. This provided by the knowledgeable pre- how | can get people involved in my
year was my first trip to the annual senters, and | loved learning a slew oheck of the prairie.
meeting, and | was thrilled when asketew plants on the prairie hikes. By the
to write about what the experience end of the weekend, | found myself I'f someone asked m
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THE NEW MEMBER AWW EXPERIENCE -c ont O

(Continued from page  3) enjoy the natural world around you, the annual meeting with great memo-

and a good imagination for inventing ries! | am excited about attending up-
the best part of plathmamesisa defnite plose efeltiangm@iond KNPS events |
would respond without hesitation,  ease in the fun atmosphere, and | bem&it a whole year to be around those
AThe peopl e. o | fddaftiedi tf @loyn mehte speohlewho dhaiePny emhasmsmefor s 6
characters, and | found out that you knowledge as | was introduced to thenative plants. | hope to see you all
dondét have t o ha ualgrass pdigegecosystem on ouboatgainnsyon!
to fit into the group. You just have todoor excursions. | came away from

Steve Christiansen Prairie Village, KS

Really enjoyed my first annual  with its incredible diversity of native the trail. That kind of atmosphere
"AWW" meeting. Even the hotel food plants was a unique opportunity for marings to mind a line from the poet
was great! to glean that knowledge while enjoy- William Wordsworth for whom nature
_ . ing a beautiful day with good people. was his principal muse: "Beauty, a liv-
I really am in "AWW" over the in- A atmosphere of colorful serenity  ing Presence of the earth, waits upon
credible plant knowledge owned by  seemed attached to the tranquil sceney steps; pitches her tent before me as
many of the KNPS members who arept groups of people contemplating thé move." Sorry | had to miss Sunday

SO gracious about sharing with othersysra while slowly threading their way and look forward to other events.
The beautiful Sand Hills State Park among the little hills and draws along

THIS ONE IS REALLY, REALLY, REALLY RARE !

By Nancy Goulden five years. o Thi i n F

) vey County, Kansas, was in 1997.
On the Sunday hike at Bethel Col-¢ | 4 A ;

" ! ) ﬁ;os i nfor mat |
l'egeds Sand Prai regnServalibn®gdhizatioh Natuke8ef
group visited a little dried up pond gives Hallos bul |
where they were introduced tothe 53, meaning that it is vulnerable and
unlikely fern, Western Wateslover or own from 21100 populations
four leaf clover fern. That was uniqu§ygridwide. The Kansas Natural Heri
enough, but there was more to COme5ge |nventory of the Kansas Biologi:

As the main body of the group hurried| syrvey gives it a state rank of S1
off chasing more new plants, Jeff Hanneaning that it is critically imperiled

sen stayed behind and kept looking iR, kansas and known from five or
the driedup wetland where he spottedq,er populations. WOW!

a small bullrush that grabbed his atten-

tion. I't turned out to be Hall 6s
(Schoenoplectus haljjian incredibly USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database / Britton,
rare plant. Based on information pro—N'L" and A. Brown. 1913An illustrated
vided by Craig Frigaohhgpprthermipitg gigtes Cagagla
documented records from only 12 and the British Possessiangol. 1: 329.
stateso and Adocumented records f
only 12 counties in six states in the last

! | T& S RENE WA L g!:)s\leip Miﬁtiqn date and membership category are listed

I _ . y dfess. L=Lifetime, C=Contributing, !
:The P_(NPS r_nembershlp year is January to December. O=Organization, F=Family, I=Individual, S=Student. The
; Now is the time for members to renew for next year. Tadues amounts for these levels of membership are listed on

1find out whether you need to renew, please look at yourthe renewal form on the back page of the newsletter. |
:address label on this issue of your newsletter. Your mem- I
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KNPS ELECTIONS HELD

By Craig Freeman Eleven members were elected eadbee Schericli Wilmore; Phyllis
to serve thregear terms on the BoardScherichi Wilmore; Patricia Stanley
of Directors of the Kansas Bel Aire; and Julie Torseth Hesston.

~ - Native Plant Society at the .
| 29" annual meeting on Sep- There were two outgoing board

tember 22, 2007, in Hutchin-members with 15 years of combined

son. Kansas. service to the organization: George
: ’ Lipperti Chanute (6 years); and Ann
New board members are Simpsori Fairway (9 years).

@R 0cclyn Baker Manhattan; _
& ¥ \like Haddocki Manhattan:  ©Officers elected by the KNPS board

continuing their service in- Patricia Stanley, TreasureBel Aire;

clude Krista Dahlinget Craig Freeman, President Elédtaw-
Mulvane; Jeff Hanseh rence; and Michael Heffron, President
Membership in attendance Topeka; Michael Heffroii T Eureka.
Photo by Craig Freeman Eureka; Carl Paulié St. Paul;
POTTAWATOMIE COUNTY WILDFLOWER TOUR
By Jeff Hansen and Nancy Coombs board member, also helped set up thand Indian grass. Attendees learned

tour. Alex and Jeff Hansen, Kansas that common boneset was thought by

When did you last stand in the mi Native Plant Society President, led thpioneers to help heal bones because of

dle of a hill prairie surrounded by

sideoats grama, big bluestem, InOIIanthe prairie. Prior to the start of the stem. Tall boneset and false boneset

grass, lead plant, rouriteaded prairie tour, everyone attending introduced were also pointed outall growing in
clover, narrowigaved t_)luets, and NeWthemselves, their town of residence, close proximity. Did you know the
Jgrsey tea, Whlle_looklng out over theand why they came to the tour. Ranamilky sap from snow on the mountain
distant Kansas R_lver floodplain on an rs, farmers, teachers, retirees and was sometimes used to brand cattle? It
absolutely stunning earl_y fall EvVeniNg<ome teens ranged from Paxico to was fun and interesting to hear the at-
Have you ever seen _etm! (Typha Wichita in Kansas, and even out to tendees share their plant knowledge
angustifolig plants cllm_blng_ up a Portland, Oregon. As people gatheredith the rest of the group. As the sun
slope? Or s_oom-be migrating Mon- at the picnic shelter, Jeff said a few went down, sloppy joes, macaroni

arch Butterflu_as cI_usterlng on Willow words about KNPS and handed out salad, chips, cookies, lemonade and ice
tr_e €S In a native limestone ouricrop- brochures. tea prepared and served by Molly

ping? _ Schmidt, Janice Plummer, and Bob
Then we were off! While identify- | jeneman of the Pottawatomie Conser-

. > ~ing native wildflowers and prairie i iatri i
equal natural interest, were experi- r%sses =5 well as some inri/asive vation District, were enjoyed by all. A
9 special thank you goes out to all who

enced by over 30 people on Tuesday | -
ants, Jeff and Alex entertained the ; ;
September 11, 2007, at Belvue Oreg Powd with tidbits about Native made this tour exceptional.

Trail Nature Park, about 5 miles WeStAmerican and pioneer uses of plants

of St. Marys, Kansas. The tour was : :
hosted by the Pottawatomie County including forage value to livestock If you would like to help ensure
Conservation District. Alex Miller, —<adweeds and puncture vine were ' | other color issues, send your
: .2 pointed out as we first approached thq contribution to: KNPS. R.L.

Range Management Specialist in the ___. . : ; :
West land Field OFi .~ prairie. Noxious weeds like Johnson | McGregor Herbarium, 2045 Con-

%S r(rjmoret_an d 'tle I .[[%e’ Or%ar}'zle(grass and field bindweed also were | stant Avenue, Lawrence, KS
and advertised it well with a Colonul gy - The plants that were really [ 66047-3729.
announcement and Press relgas_e. Dﬁ[]fting-on—a show were the native
nis Schwant, Conservation District grasses: sideoats grama, big bluestem,

These scenes, and many others og
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tour up and down paved trails andinto he | eaf 6s arr angeme






